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Objectives for Today’s Presentation
❖ Understand the educational landscape for high school students 

with exceptionalities in New Orleans.

❖ Identify high school strategies and supports that help prepare 

students with exceptionalities for the transition to and through 

high school.

❖ Discuss current pathways & opportunities for high school 

students with exceptionalities.
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IDEA: What is Special Education? 
Defines the purpose of special education as 

● A free appropriate public education that emphasizes special 

education and related services

● Designed to meet students’ unique needs and to prepare 

them for further education, employment, and 

independent living.

Source: IDEA - Special Education Services

https://www.osc.ny.gov/state-agencies/audits/2023/03/15/compliance-special-education-regulations-provision-services-follow


IDEA Definition of Transition Services
A coordinated set of activities for a student with an 

exceptionality:

● A plan that is designed within a results-oriented 

process and focuses on improving the academic 

and functional achievement of the child

● is based on the individual child’s needs, taking 

into account the child’s strengths, preferences, 

and interests
Source: IDEA - Transition Services

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/a/300.43


Current Landscape: Statewide
● Greater statewide focus on supporting schools and districts with 

improving transition services 

● Establishment of the Louisiana Center for Effective Transitions (LCET)  

● Initiative from the LDOE that support local school systems, students 

and families with transition services & planning (multi-year grant)

● More focus on supporting students with exceptionalities with career 

exploration & job readiness (LCET)

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/louisiana-center-for-effective-transitions-(lcet).pdf?sfvrsn=ea216e18_2
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/lcet-transition-framework.pdf?sfvrsn=d931d3a8_1


Current Landscape: NOLA-PS
● Unique, decentralized educational landscape in Orleans Parish 

○  All 24 high schools in NOLA-PS are charter schools 

● NOLA-PS serves as the authorizer for the overwhelmingly majority of 

schools 

● Part of our district’s commitments emphasizes support for diverse learners 

& high-quality schools for all students

● Schools & staff have the knowledge and resources to strengthen transition 

programming & improve outcomes

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/95ed0c7332.html




Data Snapshot 

Source: Data Dashboard - NOLA-PS/NSNO

SWDs - 
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9-12

https://data.nolapublicschools.com/dashboard/?school=91
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Source: Data Dashboard - NOLA-PS/NSNO

13,527
9-12

Source: LDOE: Subgroup ACT Performance

https://data.nolapublicschools.com/dashboard/?school=91
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fdoe.louisiana.gov%2Fdocs%2Fdefault-source%2Fdata-management%2F2024-state-district-school-act-subgroup-performance.xlsx%3Fsfvrsn%3D57f36f18_7&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


13 Categories of Exceptionality 
Autism Deaf-Blindness

Specific Learning Disability Speech or Language Impairment 

Other Health Impairment Emotional Disturbance

Intellectual Disability Developmental Delay

Multiple Disabilities Hearing Impairment

Orthopedic Impairment Visual Impairment

Traumatic Brain Injury

Source: IDEA: Categories of Disability

For a student to qualify for special education services, they 
must have an exceptionality as defined by IDEA [that] 

impacts that student’s educational performance…

https://www.parentcenterhub.org/categories/


A disability may impact a student’s 

educational performance.

It should NOT determine 
a student’s life 

outcomes.



In our roles, we can ensure that 

students have access to opportunities 

and pathways that include college, 

career, and/or independent living.



With collaboration and determination, 

we can create a system where all 

students with exceptionalities have 

the chance to thrive beyond high 

school.
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Source: Overview of Graduation Pathways for SWDs

Source: Special Education Guidance for HS Students

Source: LDOE - High School Planning Guidebook

https://doc-0c-2k-prod-01-apps-viewer.googleusercontent.com/viewer2/prod-01/pdf/k6p4u0iu22e8un8tlkeplon5tu151buv/kpdmpbo8674jsgnsvqb05bcb6ovc1a8k/1739292000000/3/110686437146132708084/APznzaazqDs1Jw8OrVb0yaflyKJViE0KzwLAYkJyVmK9le5Ih-J7CH9b8qHA6XkWtgQfDjHsd02Ysf00v52DqRCBsF2kywTCu3yFowyzD4UTUj_9JiJenPYjU08K9fM7d1RH39ODk-0wDq8yk4LlQ5xu7natwEPOKaDiPsBrgUaR4-zKXTMHG60vlzr6LSPOGEEL2-wpXrvICpIKYgPkS1myPgEiBEMOuhbeN0HH2z4o8DOAjZ_tH0ZawAk5WMv_zXpX5_ntk-gEbfR0eY5OEEqhJh6hz4_yrpBCVHcxLhYhDEIAof6lFai-1TwwEtDfGmEVLj4sYgjkfyi5Kd0QmNIiUkp9oiQGXfd1RRVtwxUNmmK3EIN5WO1hzuFy9JkTJ7Hqwjvxs4auQLpXfQV-pzw0_jaiodeDwg==?authuser=0&nonce=ccedmhdfjmjlo&user=110686437146132708084&hash=3f84htmu7b199g5c2ogqavipi1hv078i
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/jumpstart/special-education-guidance-for-high-school-students.pdf?sfvrsn=61e08d1f_6
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2024-2025-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_4


System Realities
● 8th = terminal grade for most schools 

● Can be a huge transition going to a new high school

● Potential gaps in communication → middle schools & high schools 

● Imperative that families, schools, and staff partner work 

collaboratively 

● Earlier the better to start the discussion → classes, course 

progression, diploma pathways 

Source: LDOE - High School Planning Guidebook

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2024-2025-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_4


Considerations: Starting High School 
● In our roles →  inform families and staff about graduation options, including 

the diploma pathways

● Begin to plan appropriate academic experiences & schedule coursework 

● Individual Graduation Plan can foster the discussion → around academics, 

career readiness and transition planning 
Source: LDOE - High School Planning Guidebook

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2024-2025-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_4


Considerations: Elements of Transition
● Transition Assessments are critical element of transition planning 

○ Want to identify student’s interests, needs, preferences, and strengths.

Source: OCALI Transition Elements

https://www.ocali.org/project/transition-planning-and-the-iep/page/elements-in-iep-transition-planning


Source: Overview of Graduation Pathways for SWDs

Source: Special Education Guidance for HS Students

Source: LDOE - High School Planning Guidebook

https://doc-0c-2k-prod-01-apps-viewer.googleusercontent.com/viewer2/prod-01/pdf/k6p4u0iu22e8un8tlkeplon5tu151buv/kpdmpbo8674jsgnsvqb05bcb6ovc1a8k/1739292000000/3/110686437146132708084/APznzaazqDs1Jw8OrVb0yaflyKJViE0KzwLAYkJyVmK9le5Ih-J7CH9b8qHA6XkWtgQfDjHsd02Ysf00v52DqRCBsF2kywTCu3yFowyzD4UTUj_9JiJenPYjU08K9fM7d1RH39ODk-0wDq8yk4LlQ5xu7natwEPOKaDiPsBrgUaR4-zKXTMHG60vlzr6LSPOGEEL2-wpXrvICpIKYgPkS1myPgEiBEMOuhbeN0HH2z4o8DOAjZ_tH0ZawAk5WMv_zXpX5_ntk-gEbfR0eY5OEEqhJh6hz4_yrpBCVHcxLhYhDEIAof6lFai-1TwwEtDfGmEVLj4sYgjkfyi5Kd0QmNIiUkp9oiQGXfd1RRVtwxUNmmK3EIN5WO1hzuFy9JkTJ7Hqwjvxs4auQLpXfQV-pzw0_jaiodeDwg==?authuser=0&nonce=ccedmhdfjmjlo&user=110686437146132708084&hash=3f84htmu7b199g5c2ogqavipi1hv078i
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/jumpstart/special-education-guidance-for-high-school-students.pdf?sfvrsn=61e08d1f_6
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2024-2025-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_4


HS Supports: IEP Teams & Transition
● IEP Teams should focus on supporting the student on 

the pathway that best aligns students’ needs & 

post-secondary goals

● Identify what career the student might want to pursue 

& what type of preparation is required

● Discuss supports & skills that student might need

● IEP Meeting = opportunity for student voice & 

self-advocacy 

Source: Overview of Graduation Pathways for SWDs

Source: Special Education Guidance for HS Students

Source: LDOE - High School Planning Guidebook

https://doc-0c-2k-prod-01-apps-viewer.googleusercontent.com/viewer2/prod-01/pdf/k6p4u0iu22e8un8tlkeplon5tu151buv/kpdmpbo8674jsgnsvqb05bcb6ovc1a8k/1739292000000/3/110686437146132708084/APznzaazqDs1Jw8OrVb0yaflyKJViE0KzwLAYkJyVmK9le5Ih-J7CH9b8qHA6XkWtgQfDjHsd02Ysf00v52DqRCBsF2kywTCu3yFowyzD4UTUj_9JiJenPYjU08K9fM7d1RH39ODk-0wDq8yk4LlQ5xu7natwEPOKaDiPsBrgUaR4-zKXTMHG60vlzr6LSPOGEEL2-wpXrvICpIKYgPkS1myPgEiBEMOuhbeN0HH2z4o8DOAjZ_tH0ZawAk5WMv_zXpX5_ntk-gEbfR0eY5OEEqhJh6hz4_yrpBCVHcxLhYhDEIAof6lFai-1TwwEtDfGmEVLj4sYgjkfyi5Kd0QmNIiUkp9oiQGXfd1RRVtwxUNmmK3EIN5WO1hzuFy9JkTJ7Hqwjvxs4auQLpXfQV-pzw0_jaiodeDwg==?authuser=0&nonce=ccedmhdfjmjlo&user=110686437146132708084&hash=3f84htmu7b199g5c2ogqavipi1hv078i
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/jumpstart/special-education-guidance-for-high-school-students.pdf?sfvrsn=61e08d1f_6
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2024-2025-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_4


Transition Timeline

Source: PAVE Transition

Apply to state agencies, 
review graduation 
requirements

Determine whether to 
extend services, focus on 
job readiness & 
independent living skills, 
Age of Majority

Look at high-school 
classes, discuss career & 
school options, complete 
inventories 

Get support for social 
services agencies, options 
for supported housing & 
other key programs

● What specific skills does this student 

need for future success?

● What sort of input can the student 

can provide (in terms of their 

postsecondary goals, IEP, etc.)?

● What sort of choices can they make 

(in terms of courses, career 

exploration, decision-making, etc.) ?

https://wapave.org/transition-triangle/


HS Supports - Family 
● Crucial to involve and partner with families 

● Proactively communicate, especially when 

it comes to graduation and when 

graduating will happen 

● IEP team decision = special education 

services end when a student turns 21 or 

graduates from high school



HS Supports: Collaboration
● Between IEP teams, families, and community 

partners

● Shared expertise helps ensure students receive the 

supports they need for success

● Open & ongoing conversation builds trust and 

consistency 

● Working together creates stronger pathways & 

supports to postsecondary opportunities



HS Supports: Agencies
● Louisiana Rehabilitation Services (LRS) 

● State agency that works with individuals with 

exceptionalities to help gain the skills needed to 

get & find a career 

● Through the WIOA, dedicated federal funds for 

Pre-Employment Transition Services (Pre-ETS)

● Focus on workforce readiness & exploring 

postsecondary opportunities
Source: LDOE - Jumpstart Convention

Source: Transition TN - Pre-ETS

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/jumpstart/m-building-future-employment-oppor-studs-with-disabilities.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://transitionta.org/topics/pre-ets/


Partner Discussion 
● Thinking about your own school and/or role:

● What is working well in terms of preparing 

students with exceptionalities for college, 

career, and/or independent living?

● What barriers and/or challenges currently exist? 





Key Takeaways
● Student-Centered Planning: transition planning aligns to student’s 

strengths, needs, and postsecondary goals

● Family Partnerships: essential partners in planning for life after high 

school

● Collaboration Matters: between IEP teams, agencies, and families 

● Agency Connections: leverage resources (like LRS and Pre-ETS) 

to help expands opportunities 

● Early & Ongoing Planning: start in MS & continue throughout HS
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Source: LDOE - Section 504 Overview

Current 
Pathways & 

Opportunities 

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/section-504-overview-and-the-individaul-accommodation-plan-august-2016.pdf?sfvrsn=6


Comprehensive School Supports
● Continuum of supports & services to help improve 

academic & personal outcomes 

● Access to appropriate accommodations and all necessary 

supports

● Determine appropriate academic pathway & diploma track 

● Proactively encourage student & family participation 

● Foster learning environments where all students are 

supported & can thrive 

Source: LDOE - High School Planning Guidebook

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2024-2025-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_4


Alternative Pathways 
● Graduation pathways in Louisiana: 

○ TOPS University Diploma

○ Jump Start TOPs Tech Career Diploma 

○ For students with exceptionalities, that are eligible for 

the April Dunn Act → earn a diploma through individual 

performance criteria created by their IEP team

○ Jump Start TOPS Tech Career Diploma - LEAP 

Connect Pathway 

Source: Overview of Graduation Pathways for SWDs

Source: LDOE - High School Planning Guidebook

https://doc-0c-2k-prod-01-apps-viewer.googleusercontent.com/viewer2/prod-01/pdf/k6p4u0iu22e8un8tlkeplon5tu151buv/kpdmpbo8674jsgnsvqb05bcb6ovc1a8k/1739292000000/3/110686437146132708084/APznzaazqDs1Jw8OrVb0yaflyKJViE0KzwLAYkJyVmK9le5Ih-J7CH9b8qHA6XkWtgQfDjHsd02Ysf00v52DqRCBsF2kywTCu3yFowyzD4UTUj_9JiJenPYjU08K9fM7d1RH39ODk-0wDq8yk4LlQ5xu7natwEPOKaDiPsBrgUaR4-zKXTMHG60vlzr6LSPOGEEL2-wpXrvICpIKYgPkS1myPgEiBEMOuhbeN0HH2z4o8DOAjZ_tH0ZawAk5WMv_zXpX5_ntk-gEbfR0eY5OEEqhJh6hz4_yrpBCVHcxLhYhDEIAof6lFai-1TwwEtDfGmEVLj4sYgjkfyi5Kd0QmNIiUkp9oiQGXfd1RRVtwxUNmmK3EIN5WO1hzuFy9JkTJ7Hqwjvxs4auQLpXfQV-pzw0_jaiodeDwg==?authuser=0&nonce=ccedmhdfjmjlo&user=110686437146132708084&hash=3f84htmu7b199g5c2ogqavipi1hv078i
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2024-2025-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_4


Impact of Alternative Pathways 
●  April Dunn Act (originally called Act 833)→ 

created an alternate means to graduation for 

certain students with exceptionalities

● IEP team determines eligibility → ability to earn 

Carnegie units & graduate with a diploma 

through alternate means

● Across the state → increased graduation rates 

Source: Exceptional Lives - April Dunn Act

https://exceptionallives.org/blog/the-april-dunn-act-is-increasing-graduation-rates-of-students-with-disabilities-across-louisiana/#:~:text=The%20April%20Dunn%20Act%20is%20a%20Louisiana%20law%20that%20provides,once%20seemed%20impossible%20to%20overcome.


Transition Services & Planning
● Crucial element in helping students succeed

● Use age-appropriate assessments to help inform the 

development of goals 

● Chance to explore careers and receive job readiness training 

● Course of study & experiences should align to student’s goals

● Depending on the student & their postsecondary goals, 

instruction might be needed in independent living & other areas

● Inquire about eligibility for LRS Services (Pre-ETS & VR)

Source: LDOE - High School Planning Guidebook

Source: LDOE - Transition Planning Guidance for IEP Teams

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2024-2025-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_4
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/transition-planning-guidance-for-iep-teams---one-pager.pdf?sfvrsn=6e128080_6


Career & Technical Education (CTE)

Source: LDOE - Jump Start Guidance

● Not limited in their choice of pathways

● CTE teacher = can be a member of IEP team

● Consider the student’s careers goals & 

interests/strengths/skills

● Explore postsecondary opportunities & job 

requirements 

● Consider IBCs that align to student’s pathway

● Determine accommodations & supports for IBCs

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/jumpstart/jump-start-implementation-guidance-for-swd.pdf?sfvrsn=4a366618_2


Pathways & Opportunities 

Source: YouthForce NOLA

● New Orleans Career Center → career preparation & training 

○ Offers credentials in the areas of healthcare, building trades, manufacturing, 

culinary arts, hospitality management, and digital production/IT

○ Open to all high students in Orleans Parish

● YouthForce NOLA → offers work-based learning and career exploration 

experience 

○ Focus on careers in business services, health sciences, digital media and 

skilled crafts

Source: NOCC

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/667ae9cfe995514b6491cb81/t/67858a2c27af73491ceb96d4/1736804909490/YFI+Overview+for+Students+%2B+Families+-+YFI+Summer+%2725+%28English%29.pdf
https://www.nolacc.org/


Planning for Industry Based Credentials
Industry Based Credential: SafeServ Food Handler & Food Protection Manager

Jumpstart Pathway: Hospitality & Tourism; 
Agriculture Tech Certifying Agency: ServSafe National 

Restaurant Association



Case Study James is an 11th-grade student who receives special education 

services for a mild intellectual disability. He is hardworking, 

punctual, and thrives in structured, hands-on environments. 

James recently began a Culinary Arts course and has shown 

strong interest in pursuing a career in food service. His teacher 

believes he could earn the SafeServ Food Handler certification 

this year, with the long-term goal of working in the restaurant 

industry after graduation. James sometimes needs extra time to 

process written instructions and benefits from visual supports. His 

family is excited about his career interest but is unsure how to 

navigate the training and certification requirements.



● What potential could help James succeed 

in earning his certification and preparing 

for work in the restaurant industry?

● Think about the different school supports, 

transition supports, and community 

partnerships



Potential Supports for James
School Supports:
● Accommodations: visuals, step-by-step guides, extra time
● Culinary Arts coursework linked to SafeServ content
● Work-based learning in school cafeteria or other 

Transition Supports:
● Course of study goals aligned to transition goals 
● Pre-ETS services (job exploration, workplace readiness)
● Community-based practice in customer service & teamwork

Community Agencies & Partnerships:
● Local restaurant internships/apprenticeships
● Eligibility for LRS Services (Vocational Rehabilitation & Pre-ETS)
● Looking into culinary programs

Source: LDOE - Transition Planning Guidance for IEP Teams

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/transition-planning-guidance-for-iep-teams---one-pager.pdf?sfvrsn=6e128080_6
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Reflection 
● As we close today, reflect on the following guiding 

questions:

○ What’s one strategy or resource you plan to bring 

back to your school or that will help you in your 

role? 

○ What are some additional ways that you in your role 

can help support students with exceptionalities in 

their journey to and through HS?



Next Steps
Short-Term Actions

● Review & update transition practices at the school-level

● Identify students who might be ready for additional 

opportunities & options (Pre-ETS, IBCs, etc.)

● IEP meetings = opportunity for goal-setting, student voice

Long-Term Actions

● Strengthen partnerships with community partners & 

agencies 

● Share information & resources to help improve collaboration



A disability should never determine a 
student’s life outcomes

In our roles, we can ensure that every student 
can have access to meaningful postsecondary 

opportunities that align to their long-term 
goals, whether that includes college, career, or 

independent living.



Resources
NOLA-PS Transition 
Assessment Toolkit

LDOE- High School Planning 
Guidebook

LDOE - Transition Guidance for 
IEP Teams

National Technical Center 
Assistance on Transition 

(NTACT:C)

Project 10: Transition Education 
Network

Families Helping Families of 
Greater NOLA: 

Transition High School to 
Adulthood

https://padlet.com/latransitionresources/transition-assessment-toolkit-92jfbh73cof3o3fm
https://padlet.com/latransitionresources/transition-assessment-toolkit-92jfbh73cof3o3fm
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2025-2026-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_9
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/2025-2026-high-school-planning-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=77e107de_9
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/transition-planning-guidance-for-iep-teams---one-pager.pdf?sfvrsn=6e128080_6
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/transition-planning-guidance-for-iep-teams---one-pager.pdf?sfvrsn=6e128080_6
https://transitionta.org/
https://transitionta.org/
https://transitionta.org/
http://project10.info/Index.php
http://project10.info/Index.php
https://fhfofgno.org/resources/special-education/transition-high-school-to-adulthood
https://fhfofgno.org/resources/special-education/transition-high-school-to-adulthood
https://fhfofgno.org/resources/special-education/transition-high-school-to-adulthood
https://fhfofgno.org/resources/special-education/transition-high-school-to-adulthood


Q & A



Thank 
You!



Contact 
Information

Justin Allison,
jallison@nolapublicschools.com

mailto:jallison@nolapublicschools.com

